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Iowa Library Commission 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 


MEMBERS 


W. R. Orcuarp, Council Bluffs. 
A M. Deyvor, Des Moines. 
Mes. D. S. HumestTon, Albia 


Juuia A. Ropinson, Secretary 

Hecen Aten, Reference Librarian 

Grace ©. Murpnhy, Librarian, Traveling Library. 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 





Librarianship in Iowa 
President’s Address at the Des Moines Meet- 
ing of the lowa Library Association, 

October 14, 1929. ; 


CHARLES H. BROWN, 

lowa State College Library, Ames, lowa. 

A “‘profession’’ has been defined as 
a ‘‘voeation in which a_ professed 
knowledge of some department of sei- 
ence or learning is used by its practical 
application to the affairs of others 
either in advising, guiding or teaching 
them, or in serving their interests or 
welfare in the practice of an art 
founded upon it.’’ According to this 
definition, those in a profession are in- 
terested primarily in service to others 
and not in the special gain which they 
themselves receive. If this definition 
is correct then librarians are truly pro- 
fessional men and women. The low 
salaries paid librarians are proverbial. 
We certainly are not in librarianship 
for the financial compensation we re- 
ceive. J can quote many librarians 
who lose themselves in their libraries, 


who work long hours wath Atthisiasm, 
who emphasize tha tivor’ ‘service’’. 
deeds rather than by sp oh \\ 
members of many eett ofessions, 
librarians, became’ their emphasis 
on the needs others, have become 
somewhat idealistic. This idealism has 
at times prevented us from seeing the 
fundamentals. We are lost in the work 
of our own individual libraries, in serv- 
ing readers who come to us continually 
for help. The broader and more im- 
portant aspects of our work do not 
receive the time and attention they 
should. Questions, for instance, of what 
is the most desirable organization for 
library development in Iowa and what 
are the best methods to effect such an 
organization are for the most part neg- 
lected. We should study the facts re- 
lating to library conditions in the state. 
From these facts we can formulate a 
state wide program and then organize 
to obtain the desired ends. These steps 
have not been taken, as yet. 


Some years ago I was standing on 
the sidewalk in Washington listening 
to some of my fellow citizens sing the 
rousing Iowa Corn Song. As they came 
to the two lines ‘‘Of all that’s good we 
have the best; Iowa has reached the 
erest,’’ someone back of me shouted: 
‘‘Tlow about your mud roads?’’ 


Iowa has given up its mud roads and 
in so far as our highways go we can 
sing these two lines without blushing. 
In other fields, I am not so sure that 
we can say that ‘‘Of all the good we 
have the best.’’ Possibly others may 
challenge this statement. Let us see 














how it applies to our libraries. There 
are 12 states which comprise what 
might be called the north central por- 
tion of this country. These states are 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wis- 
consin, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota. Of these 12, Iowa, which we 
like to think of as the best makes al- 
most the poorest showing in the per- 
centage of the population without li- 
brary facilities. Sixty-two per cent 
of the population of this state is with- 
out public library facilities as com- 
pared with 31 per cent in Illinois, 30 
per cent in Indiana, and 45 per cent in 
Minnesota. Even Kansas and Nebraska 
have a smaller proportion of the rural 
population without library facilities. 
Of the 12 states, only 2, North and 
South Dakota, have a greater propor- 
tion of population without libraries 
than has Iowa. 


When it comes to the expenditures 
for public libraries, lowa makes a some- 
what better showing, although we are 
still not in the first half. Iowa is spend- 
ing 3le per capita annually for library 
facilities. Of the 12 midwest states, six 
are ahead of us. Indiana is spending 
50e per capita; Illinois 38e, Ohio 54e, 
Michigan 50c, Wisconsin 34c, and Min- 
nesota 50c. lowa is seventh in the list 
of 12 states in the amount spent per 
capita annually for library facilities. 
Even the best of these states do not 
reach the $1.08 spent per person for 
library facilities in California. The cost 
of a newspaper for one month for an 
average family would more than take 
care of the expenditures per annum for 
that family for library purposes. In 
other words, the use of the library for 
a year by the average family does not 
cost as much as one daily paper taken 
per month by that family. 


What can we librarians do about it? 
The first thing that occurs to me is to 
make these facts known. The second 
is to attempt to reach an agreement 
during the next year for the best coun- 
ty law which ean be obtained. When 
this agreement is reached, which will 
be the consensus of opinion of the 


members of the association, the next 
step is to stand together as one in order 
to obtain the needed legislation with- 
out fear as to how it may affect our 
own particular library individually. 


I believe the history of the road de- 
velopment in Iowa will be repeated in 
the history of libraries. When Iowa 
finally did move for good roads, it 
placed in operation a system of pave- 
ment which is not surpassed anywhere, 
Some day, possibly suddenly, we will 
find library service in every rural com- 
munity of this state. I do not believe 
this time is far away. It can be has- 
tened, however, if all of us will stand 
together in emphasizing the need of 
reading in rural communities. Then, 


when the day comes, we can have a 
permanent satisfaction in the realiza- 
tion that each of us had some part in 
library development in this state. 





Iowa Library Association 
Des Moines, lowa, October 14-16, 1929. 


The thirty-ninth meeting of the lowa 
Library Association was held at Hotel 
Fort Des Moines in Des Moines on 
October 14-16, 1929, with an attendance 
of 175 librarians, 29 trustees, 10 ex- 
hibitors and 8 visitors, making a total 
of 222. 

Hotel Fort Des Moines offered an 
ideal meeting place, with the ball-room 
for the mass meetings and the mezza- 
nine floor for exhibit space, general in- 
formation and registration desks. 

The high grade program with the 
state president, Mr. Charles H. Brown, 
presiding, moved with alacrity, each 
session beginning on schedule time and 
closing on time. 

Monday morning was devoted to reg- 
istration at headquarters, and the 
afternoon to sight-seeing and visits to 
the public library and its branches, the 
Iowa Library Commission offices, Drake 
University Library, the Hertzberg 
Bindery and the plant of the Meredith 
Publishing Company. 

The meeting opened in the ball-room 
of Hotel Fort Des Moines at 8 :00 o’ clock 
on Monday evening with an address of 
weleome by Hon. E. H. Mulock, Mayor 
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of Des Moines, in which he extended a 
very cordial weleome to the Associa- 
tion. He also stressed the necessity of 
the participation of all intelligent citi- 
zens in the government of city and 
state, and their attention to the election 
of competent offiicers. 

Miss Joanna Hagey of Cedar Rapids 
responded in a gracious manner express- 
ing the pleasure of the librarians in ac- 
cepting the hospitality of Des Moines 
as their convention city. 

Because of limited time at the eve- 
ning program and the fact that the 
minutes of the last meeting had ap- 
peared in the Quarterly, their reading 
was omitted. 

The report of the secretary of the 
lowa Library Commission was given by 
Julia A. Robinson, who after mention- 
ing the recent gifts for library buildings 
in the state, emphasized the need of the 
establishment of more _ extension 


branches of larger libraries, rather than 
of many small individual libraries. She 
closed with an expression of apprecia- 
tion and gratitude to the librarians and 
library trustees of the state for their 


continuous cooperation and support. 

A brief summary of the report of the 
committee of revision of the constitu- 
tion was given by Callie Wieder of 
Waterloo, the full report in mimeo- 
graphed form being available at the in- 
formation desk. 

The work of the publicity committee 
was reported by Mrs. Mildred Othmer 
Petersen, chairman of the committee. 

Mr. Forrest B. Spaulding very briefly 
reported for the legislative committee, 
announcing a full report in mimeo- 
graphed form on file at the information 
desk. 

The county library committee, 
through its chairman, Mrs. Evelyn 
Spencer Bray of Grinnell, gave a brief 
‘ummary of its many activities during 
the past year. 

Mr. J. Sidney Johnson, chairman of 
the cooperative buying committee, re- 
ported the survey of librarians wishing 
to continue some type of cooperative 
buying. He also reported a personal 
conference with jobbers in New York 


City, who expressed themselves as un- 
able to give more than the regulation 
25 per cent discount. 

Alice Story of Marshalltown gave the 
report for the nominating committee at 
this time. 

Following the reports of the various 
committees the audience had the pleas- 
ure of listening to some very delightful, 
piano solos rendered by Prof. Paul 
Stoye of Drake University. 

Dr. D. W. Morehouse, president of 
Drake University, gave a short address 
on ‘‘Continued Education: its Depend- 
ence on Public Libraries,’’ in which he 
stressed adult education stating that 
‘**The library has furnished the integrat- 
ing factor, which has done so much to 
solve the transcendentalism of educa- 
tion.’’ 

After general announcements the reso- 
lutions committee was appointed as fol- 
lows: 

May B. Ditch, Ottumwa, chairman 

Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City 

Sadie R. Stevens, Carroll. 

Due to lack of time Mr. Brown re- 
quested that he be allowed to give a 
brief summary of his president’s ad- 
dress ‘‘The Debt of the Librarian to His 
Profession.’’ (Appears elsewhere in 
this number of the Quarterly). 

On Tuesday morning at 9:30, the 
business meeting of the association op- 
ened with Mr. Brown presiding. 

The legislative committee’s report was 
reviewed by the chairman, Mr. Spauld- 
ing, who related briefly what hannened 
to the library bill in the last legislature, 
how it failed and why. 

This was followed by a general dis- 
cussion of a workable library bill, stress- 
ing the need of close cooperation of li- 
brarians and trustees, and thoughtful 
preparation and presentation of this bill 
in the next legislature. 

A motion was made by Mr. Spauld- 
ing, ‘‘ That it is the sense of this meeting 
that the incoming legislative committee 
hold over for two years,’’ passed. 

The address of the morning was given 
by the Hon. Osear Anderson, Director 
of the Budget, who presented a strong 
plea for libraries and library legislation 
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in Iowa. The situation in Iowa was 
presented from the viewpoint of a legis- 
lator and the need of cooperation, hard 
work, and the right kind of people to 
put over the needed legislation. 


The report of the committee on re- 
vision of the constitution was presented 
by Miss Wieder, as chairman, who read 
the proposed constitution section by 
section, allowing time for questions and 
discussions of each section, which was 
adopted as appears elsewhere in the 
Quarterly. 

The nominating committee through its 
chairman, Miss Story, presented the re- 
port which was accepted as read and 
earried, this constituting the election of 
officers for the coming year as follows: 
President, J. Sidney Johnson, trustee, Mar- 

shalltown. 

First Vice-President, Harriett Turner, ref- 
erence librarian, Des Moines. 

Second Vice-President, Cornelia Rhyns- 
burger, librarian, P. M. Musser Library, 
Muscatine. 

Treasurer, Opal Tanner, assistant, Mason 
City Public library. 

Secretary, Grace C. Murphy, librarian, Trav- 
eling Library, Des Moines, and 

Registrar, Gypsie Patton, librarian, Newton, 
holding over. 

Members of Executive Board— 
Forrest B. Spaulding, librarian, 

Moines Public Library, 3 years. 

Joanna Hagey, librarian, Cedar Rapids, 

2 years. 

Charles H. Brown, librarian, State Col- 

lege, Ames, 1 year. 

It was agreed that the new constitu- 
tion be considered as in effect. 

A communication from the Minnesota 
Library Association was presented sug- 
gesting a joint meeting in 1930, and it 
was moved that the lowa Library Asso- 
ciation accept with pleasure the invita- 
tion to hold a joint regional meeting 
next year preferably at Waterloo, Iowa, 
if suitable arrangements can be made. 

The report of the county library com- 
mittee was presented by Mrs. Bray, 
chairman, and the following recommen- 
dations were adopted after discussion 
and amendment of some: 

1. We recommend that the lowa Library 
Association formally go on record as ap- 
proving a demonstration of county library 
service in some county in Iowa during the 
coming year. 

2. That Black Hawk county be chosen 


Des 


as the county in which the demonstration 
shall be held and that $600.00 be appro- 
priated from this county. 

3. That the Iowa Library Association 
appropriate $800.00 for this work, $500.00 to 
be paid out of funds set aside this coming 
year, 1929-30, and a pledge of $300.00 to 
be paid out of funds of the following year, 
1930-31, unless in the opinion of the Ex- 
ecutive Board the conditions of the treas- 
ury will not permit such appropriation. 

4. That the Iowa Library Association 
send a request to the American Library 
Association for a generous donation for 
this piece of work. 

5. That every librarian in lowa and ag 
many trustees as can be interested be asked 
to contribute $1.00. 

6. That the Iowa Library Commission be 
sent a letter expressing grateful acceptance 
of their offer of 1,000 books and a librarian 
to take charge of the work. 

7. That the book wagon be retained and 
turned over to the county for this work. 

8. That every librarian run a column in 
her local and county papers throughout the 
entire demonstration, reporting progress of 
the work and featuring an educational cam- 
paign for county libraries. 

9. That work on legislative changes in 
the county library law be started at an early 
date. 

10. That the libraries be requested to 
make small] loans to be exchanged peri- 
odically, to the county undertaking the coun- 
ty demonstration. 

11. That the chairman of the county li- 
brary committee be allowed funds for sten- 
ographic work, if in the opinion of the Ex- 
ecutive Board conditions of the treasury 
permit such appropriation. 


After general announcements the 
meeting adjourned for lunch. 

Tuesday afternoon was given over to 
the various round tables as announced 
in the last number of the Quarterly. 

(Account of these round tables will 
probably appear in the next number of 
the Quarterly.) 

Tuesday evening the Iowa Library 
Summer School held its annual dinner 
which will be reported later. 

On Tuesday evening Mrs. H. B. Boies 
of Waterloo was scheduled to preside 
but owing to illness of her husband she 
could not be present and Mr. Brown 
took the chair. 

The speakers for the evening were 
representatives of various state organi- 
zations. 

Mrs. H. W. Spaulding, past president, 
represented the Iowa Federation of 





Women’s Clubs, Agnes Samuelson, the 
State Department of Public Instruction, 
Mrs. B. C. Hopkins the Parent-Teachers 
Association and Mr. C. F. Pye the State 
Teachers Association. (Most of these 
papers will appear later. ) 

Wednesday morning was devoted to 
county libraries. The first speaker was 
Mr. John D. Willard of New York City, 
Research Associate of the American As- 
sociation for Adult Education, who gave 
his experiences in county library work 
in Michigan. 

He was followed by W. F. Kumlien, 
Professor of Rural Sociology of the 
South Dakota State College, whose pa- 
per will appear in the next number of 
the Quarterly. 

The last address of the morning was 
by Gratia Countryman of the Minne- 
apolis Public Library, who gave an ac- 
count of the county library work from 
the Minneapolis Publie Library. 

Mrs. Peterson, chairman of the pub- 
licity committee, announced the follow- 
ing libraries as winners in the publicity 
contest : 


Newspaper 


Libraries in cities with population 
over 15,000 
1, Council Bluffs. 2, Ottumwa. 3, Mason 
City. Honorable mention, Sioux City, Cedar 
Rapids, Fort Dodge. 
Small Libraries 
1, Clear Lake. 2, Storm Lake. 3, Indian- 
ola. Honorable mention, Carroll, Humboldt, 
Spencer, Eldora, Hampton, Marcus, Garner, 
Britt. 
Posters 
Large Libraries 
1, Sioux City. 2, Waterloo. 3, Cedar Rap- 
ids. Honorable mention, Muscatine, Coun- 
cil Bluffs. 
Small Libraries 
1, Indianola. 2, Primghar. 3, Storm Lake. 
Honorable mention, Humboldt, Cherokee. 


General Publicity 
Large Libraries 
R Council Bluffs. 2, Sioux City. 3, Musca- 
tine. 


Small Libraries 
1, Indianola. Only entrant. 


The judges were, Christine Holbrook, 
Laurence Fairall and Forrest B. Spauld- 
ing. 

On Wednesday afternoon the mem- 
bers of the association, by courtesy of 
the Des Moines Women’s Club, had the 
privilege of hearing May Lamberton 


Becker in an address on ‘‘ Outstanding 
recent books.’’ 

On Wednesday evening at 6:30 two 
hundred librarians and friends sat down 
to a banquet with Mr. Brown presiding. 

The speakers of the occasion were, 
Governor Hammill, President Hughes 
of the Iowa State College, and Mrs. Hel- 
en Cowles LeCron. The music was fur- 
nished by Mr. Paul Stoye and Mrs. 
Clara Davidson Watt. 

The following resolutions were pre- 
sented and approved : 


Resolved that the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion express the thanks of the organization 
to Mayor Mulock for his kind words of wel- 
come; to Mr. Brown and the Executive 
Board for the carefully planned program; 
to Mr. Paul Stoye and Mrs. Clara Davidson 
Watt for their delightful musical contribu- 
tions and to the various speakers who have 
given so generously of their time and 
thought. 


We wish to express our appreciation to 
the Des Moines Women’s Club for affording 
us the opportunity of hearing Mrs. May 
Lamberton Becker; to the Des Moines Li- 
brary Club, Iowa Library Commission, 
Drake University Library and Des Moines 
Public Library for hospitality and enter- 
tainment; to the Meredith Publishing Com- 
pany and Hertzberg Bindery for the privi- 
lege of visiting their plants and to the 
Hertzberg Bindery for furnishing conven- 
tion programs; to Hotel Fort Des Moines 
for its many courtesies which has made 
our meeting place pleasant and comfortable, 
to the Des Moines Register and Tribune 
for cooperation with the publicity commit- 
tee; to Mrs. Christine Holbrook and Mr. 
Fairall for their assistance in judging 
exhibits. 

Resolved that we express our apprecia- 
tion of the gift of $50.00 from Mr. Alfred 
Hafner for G. E. Steckert Company, cover- 
ing ten years’ dues to the Iowa Library As- 
sociation. 

We recommend that greetings be sent to 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson Brigham, and also 
that a note of sympathy and regret that 
she was unable to attend the meeting to 
Mrs. H. B. Boies. 

Be it further resolved that the Iowa Li- 
brary Association go on record as regard- 
ing county libraries as the most outstanding 
phase of library work at the present time 
and that we bespeak the cooperation of all 
librarians and library boards for the ex- 
tension of this work. 


The banquet was followed by an ad- 
dress by Tom Skeyhill on Sergeant York. 
At the close of the lecture Mr. Brown in- 
troduced Mr. J. Sidney Johnson, new 
president of the association. 
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Treasurer's Report 
Iowa Library Association 
Receipts 


Balance on hand November 26, 1928. = 
Membership dues received 565.50 


$1,161.72 
Expenditures 


Expenses Executive Board Meetings 
Eva T. Canon, railroad fare...$ 10.20 
Eva T. Canon, railroad fare... ‘ 
Mary B. Lee, raliroad fare.... 
Gypsie N. Patton, railroad fare 


Nominating Committee Meeting 
Mae C. Anders, railroad fare..$ 4.00 
Callie Wieder, railroad fare.. 3.40 


Revision Constitution Committee 
Meeting 
Lydia M. Vinsevatte, railroad fare $ 3.80 
Winnifred Wennerstrum, rail- 
road fare 
Miss Wieder, railroad fare.... 


County Library Expenses 
Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, at- 
tendance at County Library 
Conference .. ona 
County Library Meeting— 
Des Moines 
Mrs. Bray, railroad fare.... 
Miss Barrette, railroad fare 
ag 4 Shellenberger, railroad 


Mildred Pike, railroad fare.. 
County Library Meeting— 
Iowa City 
Mrs. Bray, railroad fare... 
Alice Story, railroad fare... 
Mabel Leach, railroad fare.. 
Mrs. Bray, County Library 
work 
Mrs. Bray, postage ......... ' 


Book Car Storage 
November, 1928, to June, 
8 months at 
July Ry September, 3 months 


President's mupeteee 
April 16th 
October 7th ‘ 
October 24th .. 


State Meeting Expenses 

Guest tickets for banquet....$ 31.50 
Thomas Skeyhill (speaker) .. 150.00 
Gratia Countryman, nepeenas 
expenses 95 
Professor Kumlien, 


rinting for pub- 
licity awards .. 


Miscellaneous 

Miss Lee, receipt 
books, postage .. 
. L. A. membership dues, 
1927 - 1928 


Miss Lee, post 


age 
Refund to Forest City Gus 
paid twice) 


Total expenses 
Balance on hand Nov. 9, 


One Thousand Members for the Iowa 
Library Association 

Your association is very definitely 
committed to financing the Black Hawk 
County experiment, which will be con- 
ducted under the very able committee of 
which Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray is 
chairman. It will cost in the neighbor- 
hood of $3,000.00 for this work. Only 
a small part of this sum can be raised 
locally, although Callie Wieder has al- 
ready made plans to assist in the finane- 
ing with organizations in Black Hawk 
County. 

At our convention in October, Mr. 
Anderson, the State Budget Director, 
gave us some very practical advice, 
When the libraries of lowa need money 
and can show the taxpayers that it will 
be spent economically and wisely, we 
believe Mr. Anderson will agree that we 
should not be backward in asking for 
the money. And now that the associa- 
tion has a very concrete program in 
view for the next two years, we most 
certainly have something to sell the peo- 
ple of this state. 


Your Executive Board proposes to 
put on an aggressive campaign for a 
thousand members for the State As- 
sociation, we intend to ask for two-year 
memberships. We have adopted a very 
attractive membership certificate, which 
will be presented to each new member 
who pays in advance for a two-year 
membership in the lowa Library As 
sociation. 

If we can secure a thousand members, 
it will mean $2,000.00. That will enable 
us to contribute liberally toward the 
work of Mrs. Bray’s committee. In 
addition, we hope to sell a great many 
$5.00 memberships and we have other 
plans in mind for securing additional 
funds to finance the Black Hawk County 
experiment. 

We are not alone 


interested, how- 
ever, in getting funds. We want at least 
1,000 people in the state of Iowa to 
know about the Black Hawk experiment. 
We want 1,000 or more members in the 


Iowa Library Association, so that at 
least that many people may be familiar 
with the work of the association and ap- 





preciate that it is deserving of not only 
their financial support, but their en- 
eouragement and cooperation. 

How are we to get a thousand members 
in the Iowa Library Association? We 
have appointed a very able committee to 
undertake this campaign under the 
leadership of Mrs. D. S. Humeston of 
Albia, who is a member of the Iowa 
Library Commission. On this commit- 
tee, the following will serve with Mrs. 
Hueston: May Clark, librarian, Du- 
buque; Irving G. Richman, trustee, 
Muscatine and ex-president of the as- 
sociation; Elizabeth Walpole from the 
library of Storm Lake; and Mrs. H. M. 
Carpenter, Jr., a trustee of the library 
at Monticello. However, we do not ex- 
pect to place the entire responsibility 
upon this committee. We want to enlist 
the active cooperation of each of the 
librarians in the state as well as many 
of the loyal interested trustees. 

This is an appeal to YOU, Miss Li- 
brarian or Mr. Trustee, Mrs. P. T. A. or 
Mrs. Federation Member, to put your 
shoulder to the wheel and to help put 
over a successful campaign for mem- 
bers. YOU can get five members or ten. 
In June we shall have another primary 
in Iowa. There are lots of good political 
candidates who will want to announce 
their affiliation with the Towa Library 
Association. There are many club 
women and public spirited citizens, who 
will be only too glad to become members 
of the Iowa Library Association, if they 
are asked to affiliate. Will you do your 
part to help put over this campaign suc- 
cessfully so that we may have not 
1,000, but perhaps 1,500 or 2,000 
members of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion. J. SIDNEY JOHNSON, 

President 





Executive Board 


Two meetings of the Executive Board 
of the Iowa Library Association have 
been held, one in Des Moines on Octo- 
ber 16th at which time Charles H. 
Brown presented his resignation from 
the board and Julia A. Robinson was 
elected to fill the vacancy. At this time 
Karl I. Jacobson of the Luther College 


Library, Decorah, and May Hunt of 
Penn College, Oskaloosa, were retained 
as a committee to continue their survey 
of the college libraries of lowa. 

A second meeting was held on Novem- 
ber 20th in the Library Commission 
office in Des Moines at which appoint- 
ments on various committees and for 
the Round Tables were made, but as 
some refusals have been received and the 
vacancies not filled, the list will not ap- 
pear in the Quarterly until the next 
number. 

Meeting places and chairmen for the 
district meetings were also tentatively 
selected but as all have not responded no 
announcement can be made in this 
Quarterly. 





‘Equalizing Library Opportunities in 
South Dakota’’ 

Those who wish a copy of this pam- 
phlet by Prof. W. D. Kumlein, whose ad- 
dress at the State Meeting was so in- 
teresting and helpful, may secure it by 
sending a request to the Department of 
Rural Sociology, South Dakota State 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts, Brookings, South Dakota. 





County Libraries 
As we are proposing to make the next 
number of the Quarterly a County Li- 
brary Number, county library and ex- 
tension items are omitted from this 
number. 





Iowa Library Association 





100% LIBRARY 
MEMBERSHIPS * 


Muscatine Public Library 
Albia Publie Library 
Marshalltown Publie Library 
Grinnell Public Library 
Iowa Library Commission 











*This means that the library membership 
and all the staff memberships are paifi for 
one or two years. 
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Memberships Paid for 1929-’30-’31 


Albia Public Library 
Trustees 
Hon. N. E. Kendall 
. Ruth Hollingshead 
Edwin J. G 
a G. Woods 
~ Mary W. Humeston.. 
ghn Com 
Mrs ian G >. Reddish 


Bay Wroe 

Staff 
Mrs. Laura Duncan 
Edna Gantz s 
Frank A. Nicholl (county attornmey).... ..... 
Karl D. Melcher (Ed. Albia Republican).. 
W. H. Fasold (Supt. schools) 


Grinnell Public Library 


va Humphrey. 
. W.. Spaulding 
A. C lLges...... 
Eugene Henely 


. Evelyn Spencer Bray 
Will Laymiller 
Avagrace Winney 


Marshalltown Public Library...... 
Trustees 
Dr. Cora Williams Choate 
Mrs. E. Lester Williams 
Charles Amblad aii 
. Sidney Johnson 
Ir. M. U. Cheshire 


Sta ff 
Alice B. Story 
Anne Bevan 
Laura McRill 
Evelyn Bowman 
Lillian Conley 
Muscatine Public Libra-y 
Trustees 
~ rg Paul Barry 
Gertrude i 
. F. H. Little 


‘— 3 an Thompson. . 
M. Titus 


Sta 
Leota M. Bowlby 
Anita M. Haefner 
Louise Haveman 
Ida Hutchinson .. 
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Constitution and By-Laws of the Iowa 
Library Association Adopted at 
Des Moines October 15, 1929 


Section I. The name of this As 
sociation shall be the IOWA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

Sec. Il. The object of this associa- 
tion shall be to promote the library 
interests of the state of Lowa. 

Sec. III. The officers of this associa- 
tion shall consist of a president, a first 
vice president, a second vice president, 
a secretary, a treasurer, and a registrar, 

Sec. IV. The Executive Board shall 
consist of the officers and three addi- 
tional members. The officers and mem- 
bers at large sha‘i be elected by the As- 
sociation at the annual meeting as 
specified by the )3y-Laws. 

Sec. V. The Executive Board shall 
fill all vacancies occurring on the board 
in intervals between meetings of the 
association. It shall have the power to 
authorize the organization of sections of 
the association for the consideration of 
special library interests at the annual 
meetings. It shall create districts 
within the association for informal 
round table conferences and cooperate 
with the Library Commission in such 
matters affecting the library interests 
of the state as it may deem desirable. 

Sec. VI. This constitution may be 
amended in any annual meeting by a 
two-thirds majority vote of the mem- 
bers present, provided that the proposed 
amendment has been submitted in writ- 
ing at one session of the meeting and 
voted upon at a subsequent session. 

BY-LAWS : 

Sec. I. (a) Any trustee, librarian, 
or other person interested in library 
work may become a member of the as- 
sociation, and be entitled to all its privi- 
leges on payment annually of dues of 
$1.00. 

(b) Libraries may become members 
upon the following bases: 

1. Libraries having 35,000 vol- 
umes or more shall pay dues 
of $10.00 per year. 

2. Libraries having between 15,- 


000 and 35,000 volumes shall — 


pay dues of $5.00 per year. 
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3. Libraries having less than 15,- 
000 volumes shall pay dues of 
$2.50 per year. 

(ec) Publishers, book-binders, and 
dealers in books and library supplies 
may become members upon payment of 
dues of $5.00 per year. 

(d) Every member may cast one 
yote. Libraries, institutions, and firms 
must register with the registrar the 
names of persons authorized to cast their 
official vote. 

Sec. Il. The annual meeting of the 
association shall be held in October at 
such time and place as may be desig- 
nated by the Executive Board unless 
otherwise ordered by the association. 

Sec. II]. All officers shall serve two 
years. The president, second vice presi- 
dent, and treasurer shall be elected in 
the odd years; and the first vice presi- 
dent, secretary and registrar, in the even 
years. The three members at large shall 
be elected for three years with terms 
expiring in different years. In 1929 


there shall be three elected, one for a 
term of one year; one for two years; 


and one for three years. After 1929, 
one member shall be elected each year 
for a term of three years. 

Sec. IV. Five members of the Exee- 
utive Board shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. V. The president shall appoint, 
subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee, all standing and _ special 
committees deemed necessary. 

Sec. VI. The report of the nominat- 
ing committee shall be submitted to the 
association at the session preceding that 
in which the election of officers is held. 
Any other nominations, signed by five 
members and filed with the secretary 
previous to the election, shall be added 
to the official report of the nominating 
committee. The election of officers 
shall be by informal ballot. 

Sec. VII. Nomination of district 
chairmen shall be made at each District 
Meeting, to be approved by the Exeen- 
tive Board at the time of the Annual 
Meeting of the State Association. 

Sec. VIII. The officers shall per- 
form all the duties usually pertaining to 
their respective offices. 


Sec. LX. The rules of order govern- 
ing the Association shall be those of 
Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Sec. X. These By-Laws may be 
amended by a majority vote of the en- 
rolled members present. 


Good Book Week 


It would be a pleasure to give an ac- 
count of Book Week as observed in the 
libraries of Iowa. But inasmuch as the 
clippings coming through the clipping 
service numbered nearly two hundred 
covering almost one hundred libraries, 
space forbids even a list of the libraries 
and that alone would be neither interest- 
ing nor edifying. 

The observance included, in the 
various libraries, displays of new books 
to loan and suggestive for purchase, dis- 
plays of posters made by school chil- 
dren, book talks and reviews for and by 
children and adults, story hours at the 
library and in the schools by librarians, 
teachers and others, book plays, book 
characters represented by dolls dressed 
by children, visits to the library by 
classes with their teachers and Library 
Teas for adults, all this being in the li- 


‘brary. Outside there were window dis- 


plays, newspapers carried lists and ae- 
counts of the library observance, edi- 
torials, etc. There were radio talks at 
some places, talks at schools and ser- 
mons in the churches. 

At Ames over 200 books were on dis- 

play in the library during Book Week. 
One shelf which could be reserved ‘‘like 
grown ups’’ are spoken for for weeks to 
come. One of the features of the week 
for the children was ‘‘Little Theatre’™ 
which will be continued indefinitely. Be- 
tween two shelves a miniature stage 
with green curtains and regulation 
scenery was constructed. The one used 
was an illustration from Robin Hood 
and came as a part of an instructional 
book which may be purchased. The book 
has characters which are cut out for the 
stage. 
The children of Ames are invited to 
submit clay, carved or any other 
figures they have made for display in 
the ‘‘Little Theatre.’’ 
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The grown ups were not forgotten 
and on Friday afternoon the women of 
the library board held ‘‘open house.’”’ 
Visitors were shown the book displays 
and Miss Davidson spoke on ‘‘The 
value of books in the home.’’ Tea was 
served in the basement of the library to 
conclude the afternoon. It is estimated 
that approximately 100 persons who 
might not have visited the library other- 
wise were attracted there during Book 
Week. 

(The book referred to for the Little 
Theatre use in the Ames article is the 
‘*Playbook of Robin Hood’’ by Susan 
Meriwether, published by Harper at 
$2.00. There are similar books for Troy, 
King Arthur, Columbus and George 
Washington. ) 

At Davenport many months were 
spent in preparation for Book Week 
Project through the Adventure Club 
which carried the traveler into the field 
of history and biography. 

Among the adventures suggested by 
means of lists the most popular were 
the lives of scientists and the achieve- 
ments of the world’s heroes, Edison and 
Lindbergh were easily the choice of 
both the boys and the girls. 

Our Book Week Project enlarged the 
scope of the Adventure Club into the 
realm of history. We tried to show his- 
tory as a pageant of periods, each of 
which was dominated by its own heroic 
figure. The history of our own country 
took the form of a pageant of three 
great periods. 

The first period was styled, ‘‘The men 
who made our nation’’ and grouped the 
‘founders of the constitution around the 
heroic figure of George Washington. 

The great figure of the second period 
of course was Abraham Lincoln and he 
was surrounded by the pathfinders of 
the covered wagon days and the generals 
of the Civil War. 


The third period personified the 
**Strenuous Life’’ whose advocate was 
Theodore Roosevelt and whose followers 
are such strong characters as George W. 
Goethals, Herbert Hoover and the great 
company of modern scientists. 


Musie was furnished by the kinder- 
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garten band which is always a special 
attraction and much beloved by the 
children. 


The parents were as much charmed 
by the displays as the children and 
many of them asked to borrow certain 
titles after Book Week to examine at 
their leisure. (Reported by Katherine 
Roberts. ) 


At Indianola in addition to a window 
display, talks at the schools and story 
hour, the individual owning of books 
in the home by the children was greatly 
stimulated by the giving of book plates 
to the children who came to the library 
during Book Week. It was discovered 
that 2,500 books were owned by school 
children up to the sixth grade. The 
number will be increased as gifts of the 
book plates are being followed by re- 
quests of the children for books as 
Christmas gifts. The book plates were 
furnished through the generosity of 
Frederick Stokes & Company of New 
York and the Daylor Book Shop of 
Indianola. 

At Reinbeck, Book Week was observed 
in the library by an exhibit of dressed 
dolls, each one arrayed in a costume to 
represent the inhabitants of a different 
country of Europe. The school children — 
were invited to listen to a short pro 
gram at 5:00 o’clock Tuesday afternoon. 
At this time each girl who had a doll, 
in addition to pointing out the doll and 
the country represented, added a few 
comments on the importance of some 
peculiarity of that country. An equal 
number of boys who contributed the 
fine lettering for the exhibit also gave 
some interesting fact about a country. 
One also showed a model of a Lapland 
home. 

Mrs. Emigholz then read a number of 
poems in the French, the Dutch and the 
Russian languages, to the great interest 
of her hearers. : 


At 8:00 p. m. of the same day, the~ 
room was reserved for the grown ups — 
who, after enjoying the exhibit of the” 
dressed dolls, listened to Miss Hansen 
while she gave an account of her sum 


mer trip to Alaska. 
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The Chronicles of America 

The Yale University Press now offers 
individual volumes of the above set in 
the textbook edition at $1.50 per vol- 
ume, or complete set at $75.00. Thi. 
edition is very nearly exhausted but 
libraries not having the set are urged to 
send for such as they can use: Below 
are given the most useful volumes for 
a small library, though the first one to 
buy for an lowa library is vol. 2—‘‘ The 
Spanish Conquerors’’ by Irving B. 
Richman, which will be an addition to 
the Iowa Alcove. 

Librarians who buy and wish to 
classify and catalog the volumes will 
find classification and subject headings 
for the full set on page 198, vol. 9 (Oet.- 
Dec., 1923) of the Jowa Library 
Quarterly. 

Vol. 34 Perry, Bliss 
..American spirit in literature 
Vol. Thompson, Holland 
Age of invention 
Vol. Hulbert, A. B 
Paths of inland commerce 
Vol. Stephenson, N. W 
Lincoln and the Union 
Vol. " Our foreigners 
Vol. 
...American spirit in education 
Vol. Thompson, Holland.The New South 
Vol. 4 Quaker colonies 
Vol. Dodd, W. E...The cotton kingdom 
Vol. Farrand, Max 
....Fathers of the Constitution 
Vol. Hough, Emerson 
Passing of the frontier 
Vol. Path of empire 





International Book News Radio 
Numbers 


On December 9th the National 
Broadeasting Corporation radio talks 
on Foreign Affairs, by James G. Me 
Donald, will be resumed. The subjeci 
of his initial talk will be ‘‘Changing 
China,’’ and on each succeeding Mon- 
day evening Mr. MeDonald will speak 
on some phase of Foreign Affairs. 

_ Last season the World Peace Founda- 
tion of Boston issued advance bibliog- 
raphies on each of these radio talks, 
and more than 700 libraries in the 
country made use of this service. 
When, as in some instances, a com- 
munity is at considerable distance from 
radio stations, then this feature is re- 


broadeast. The Foundation will con- 
tinue to publish its Radio Numbers of 
International Book News this season, 
and these issues are available to libra- 
rians for the asking. 

Teachers of international subjects 
welcome this method of tieing in their 
subject with a popular pastime, and 
frequently cooperate with librarians in 
the special display of books on subjects 
covered by Mr. MeDonald in his radio 
talks. 

Librarians who are not already on 
the mailing list of the World Peace 
Foundation may receive Radio Num- 
bers of the International Book News by 
writing to 40 Mt. Vernon street, Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. 





Iowa Summer School Society 


The annual meeting of the Iowa Sum- 
mer School Society was held on Tuesday 
evening, October 15th, with dinner at 
6:30 at the Grace Ransom Tea Room, 
Des Moines, followed by a _ business 
meeting, Sadie R. Stevens of Carroll 
presiding. The following financial re- 
port was given by the secretary-treas- 
urer, Neva Tabor of Independence. 


Balance on hand—Oct. 24, 
1929 

Dues received during year... 

Loan paid Sept. 3, 1929 

Dues paid Oct. 15, 1929 


Disbursements 
Loan made Aug. 18, 1929.... 
Secretary-Treasurer book ... 
Dinner expenses 


Totab expenditures 
Balance on hand—Oct. 15, 


Julia Robinson, chairman, loan com- 
mittee, reported one loan paid and one 
made during the year and that the 
amount now in the treasury made an- 
other available. 

Emma Felsenthal, Summer School 
Director, gave an inspiring talk on the 
summer school and its work after 
which the following officers were elec- 
ted for the coming year: 

President, Mrs. Velma Harlow, To- 

ledo. 
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Vice-President, Mrs. Lillian Hayes, 
Centerville. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Laura MceRill, 
Marshalltown. 
Neva M. Tabor, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
Sinee the meeting the president has 
appointed Mary McCoy of Indianola 
to the place to be filled this year on 
the loan committee. 





Personals 

Maria ©. Brace, formerly librarian 
of the Waterloo Publie Library, recent- 
ly of the Business Branch of the 
Newark, New Jersey, Publie Library, 
is to be reference librarian of the 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Publie Library 
with a view to developing special refer- 
enee service to the business and indus- 
trial population of Reading. 

Alberta Brown, instructor in the 
Iowa Library Summer School, recently 
took the veil at St. Clara’s Convent and 
will henceforth be known as Sister 
Mary Cleophas. 

Belle Caldwell, formerly librarian of 
the Charles City Publie Library, now 
engaged in journalism in New York 
City, has sent to a Charles City paper 
an account of the wild scenes on Wall 
Street during the recent panic. 

The many friends of Reba Davis, li- 
brarian of the Traveling Library of the 
lowa Library Commission for a num- 
ber of years, will be interested to hear 
of her marriage to Mr. Clevenger, soil 
specialist in the employ of the United 
Fruit Company and located at Hon- 
duras where Mr. and Mrs. Clevenger 
will make their home. 

The vacancy in Miss Davis’ position 
as librarian of the State University Li- 
brary, Laramie, Wyoming, has been 
filled by the appointment of Mary 
Marks, reference librarian of the Iowa 
Library Commission during the time of 
Miss Davis’ service with the Traveling 
Library. 

Alice A. Frost of Burlington, an as- 
sistant in the Library Commission in 
1920 and since 1922 Junior High School 
librarian in Long Beach, California, 
has been made assistant supervisor of 


cireulation in the Seattle Public Li- 
brary. 

James S. Hodgson, an Iowa boy, a 
graduate of State University of Iowa 
and of the Summer Library School, and 
since 1925 engaged in reorganizing the 
library of the International Institution 
of Agriculture at Rome, Italy, com- 
pleted his period of service in the 
autumn and returned to the United 
States. Since his return he has been en- 
gaged on a special piece of work for 
the H. W. Wilson Company. 





New Guides for Juvenile Book 
Selection 
Children’s Library Year Book— 
A. L.A 
Guide to Literature for Character 
Training—Starbuck, Maemillan 2.00 
Guide to Literature for Children— 
Field, Ginn 
Horn Book—Published four times 
a year, Women’s Educational 
and Industrial Union, Boston. . 
Realms of Gold — Mahoney & 
Whitney, Doubleday, Doran... 5.00 
Supplement (1929) to Children’s 
Catalog—Sears, Wilson 


Owls, 2d Ser.— Moore, 


Coward MeCann 
*Suggested at the Children’s Librarians 
Round Table. 





Standing of Iowa in Library Service 
A table giving the growth of publie 


Without charge 


library service appeared in the Journal 


of the National Education Association 
for January, 1927, and a reprint has 
been sent out. 

lowa’s standing as given in this table 
appears below: 

Total library income or expenditures 
in 1925, $743,073.00. 


Expenditure per capita, .31, rank 20. 
Total public school expenditure. in 


1923-24, $48,194,125.00, rank 22. 


Books cireulated per capita in 1926 4 


2.52, rank 19. 
Per cent of population without re 
brary service in 1925, 62%, rank 27. 
lowa Library Quarterly, 


‘ ie) 


January-March, 1927. 
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Library News of the State 











Alton—The library items in the Al- 
ton Democrat appear as_ Library 
Broadcast, Station APL, and the illusion 
of broadeasting is cleverly maintained 
by the librarian, Elizabeth V. Pitts, 
who prepared the articles. The library 
is to be moved from a second floor to 
a street location. 

Arthur—Owing to growth of the li- 
brary, the location has been changed 
to the Arthur Trust and Savings Bank 
Building. 

Audubon-——The winter series of Book 
Reviews at the library was inaugurated 
on Monday evening November 18th. 

At the regular meeting of the Colum- 
bian Club in November, Mrs. Gertrude 
Nelson gave an interesting travelogue 
of her trip during the summer to Lon- 
don and various parts of England. 

Birmingham—Irma Woods, librar an 
since the opening of this library, has 
resigned to take a course in the Library 
School of the University of Illinois. 
Mrs. Albert Whittlesey has been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

Br tt—During the opening weeks of 
the term instructions in the use of the 
library were given by the librarian to 
the first and second year Junior Col- 
lege English classes. A story hour is 
also being maintained during the 
winter. 

Brrlington Improvements and 
changes to the amount of $6,000 have 
been made in the library building. 
These changes were made necessary by 
the increased use of the library. 

Cedar Rapids—Ruth Phillips, chil- 
dren’s librarian, has resigned to accept 
& position in the Syracuse, New York, 
Publie Library, that she may be nearer 
her home in Rochester. Marcella S. 
Klein, an Iowa girl connected with the 
children’s department of the Brooklyn, 
New York, Publie Library, has been 
appointed to fill the vaeancy. 

Dorothy Moorman, a graduate of 
Cornel! College and of St. Louis Li- 
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brary School, has been made general 
assistant and will have charge of the 
Kenwood Park station and will visit 
St. Luke’s Hospital once a_ week. 
Dorothea Western of this year’s sum- 
mer library school class has become a 
part time assistant at the library, tak- 
ing work at Coe College also. 

The sum of $1,650.00 has been appro- 
priated by the city to assist in the eree- 
tion of a new building for the library 
branch at Kenwood Park. The entire 
cost will be approximately $4,900.00, 
the balance of which will be paid from 
the library fund. 

Cherokee—Mrs. George MeNeil, a 
member of the library board for many 
years has recently resigned to move 
to California. She is succeeded on the 
board by Mrs. C. D. Allison. 

Clarinda— McKinley School is 100% 
in number of pupils holding ecards in 
the public library which they use both 
for school work and recreational read- 
ing. 

Clinton—Mary A. Egan, librarian 
for a number of years, has resigned her 
position to become librarian of the 
Boise, Idaho, Public Library. Her place 
has been filled by Lillian A. Sutherland, 
librarian of New Kensington, Pennsyl- 
vania, for the past two years. Miss 
Sutherland is a graduate of Simmons 
College and the Carnegie Library 
School of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
and has served as assistant in the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and as 
children’s librarian in Galveston, 
Texas, and Kansas City, Missouri. 

Council Bluffs—L. H. Kettleman haz 
been appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Ike New. 


Des Moines—Library Club—The club 
year was opened with a Tea in the 
offices of the Iowa Library Commission 
on the afternoon of Sunday, October 
6th. The resignation of Edna Giesler 
as president was received at this time 
and Harriet Turner of the public li- 
brary was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Des Mo nes—Library Commission— 
Dagny Borge, organizer for the Libra- 
ry Commission for two years resigned 








in September to become librarian of 
the T. B. Seott Public Library at Wis- 
consin Rapids, Wisconsin. No succes- 
sor has yet been appointed. 


During the fall months the Library 
Commission offices have been redeco- 
rated and furnished with new electric 
lights and linoleum floor covering. 

Des Moines—Public Library—Edna 
Giesler, director of the extension de- 
partment, left the library on October 
Ist to accept the position of librarian 
of West Toledo, branch of the Toledo, 
Ohio, Publie Library. 

Phianna Sutten, assistant cataloger, 
resigned December Ist to fill a similar 
position in the University of Wyoming 
Library. 

The Beaverdale branch was opened 
on December 10th as an outgrowth of 
a station which has been operating one 
day each week and has reached a cir- 
culation of nearly 1,000 per month. 
Mary Ellen Foley will be in charge as- 
sisted by Iva Cohen. 

Dumont—The attractive library 
lawn during the summer is the result 
of the generosity of Dr. C. F. Roder 
who donated the shrubs and was re- 
sponsible for its condition. 

Fort Madison—Branches of the pub- 
lie library have been opened in Jeffer- 
son and Richardson school buildings 
with Irma Hopley and Eva Armstrong 
in charge. 

Grundy Center—The public library 
celebrated the seventeenth anniversary 
of the opening of its Carnegie building 
on the 6th of November with a recep- 
tion to the public. Mrs. W. R. Halden 
has been librarian during the entire 
period. The first library was organ- 
ized in 1895 by the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union and was in charge 
of Mrs. W. C. Sargent who has been 
president of the library board for many 
years. 

Hampton—Rex Robinson has been 
appointed on the library board suc- 
ceeding D. W. Mott. Mildred Hutton, 


a primary teacher, is telling stories in 
the library this winter. 
Indianola—Owing to the scarcity of 
funds the library force was reduced 
and for the winter the library will de- 





pend on the assistance to Miss MeCoy 
of the apprentices who are taking 
training. Nevertheless, Miss McCoy igs 
giving her usual instructions to the 
school classes. 


Iowa City—Library Club—tThe first 
meeting of the club for the year was 
of social character. Mary Marshall ig 
president and Dorothy Arbaugh chair- 
man of the entertainment committee. 

Iowa City—Hospital Library—The 
Christian associations are taking over 
the supervision of the library. Ada 
Glickman, who has had experience in 
library work in New York City will 
have charge of the cataloging and dis- 
tribution of the books. 

Iowa City—State University — 
Changes on the library staff are an- 
nounced as follows: Edna A. Zwingler 
succeeds Alice Gay in the circulation 
department; Evelyn Kanak follows 
Anna O'Donnel in the cataloging de- 
partment; Doris Ratekin of Couneil 
Bluffs takes Mrs. Letha Ware’s place 
in reserve and Helen Hurlburt of Con- 
rad succeeds Mrs. Peterson. 

Keokuk—The library has been suf- 
fering from mutilation of the library 
books by high school pupils. Thirty 
days in jail or a fine of $100.00 is the 
punishment prescribed by law for sueh 
misdemeanors and this punishment may 
be meted out to some of the offenders. 

Lansing—The library has been re 
opened and is being satisfactorily used. 
Martha Hemenway is librarian. 

Marshalltown—Laura McKill of Al 
bion has joined the library staff as. 
children’s librarian, succeeding Mrs. 
Margaret Lewis Glick who was mar- 
ried in June. Miss MeRill is a gradu 
ate of Drake University and of the 
Iowa Summer Library School and was 
on the staff of the Davenport Publie 
Library for three years. 

Mason City—Lydia M. Barrette, 
librarian, and Opal Tanner, reference 
librarian, recently appeared on the 
program of the Rockford Women’s 
Club. Miss Barrette spoke on ‘‘ Books 
for Christmas gifts’’ and Miss Tanner 
on ‘‘Ways and means of establishing” 
a branch library.”’ 

Miss Barrette left on December 
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for a four months’ European 
on which she will be accompanied by 
Mrs. C. H. MeNider, a member of the 
library board. 

Oelwein—The dedication of the new 
library building was held on the after- 
noon of October 28th in the Christian 
Church adjoining the library, with E. 
R. O’Brien presiding. An invocation 
by Rev. L. W. Haunter was followed 
by a selection by the Oelwein Drum 
Corps. The keys to the library were 
presented to the president of the board, 
Robert R. Connor, by the architect, 
Raymond F. Moore of Cedar Rapids. 
Julia A. Robinson, secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission, brought greetings 
and congratulations on behalf of the 
other libraries of the state. The speak- 
er of the afternoon was Judge Truman 
Stevens of the Iowa Supreme Court 
who spoke on the justification of tax- 
ation in the benefits received there- 
from, emphasizing the point that benefit 
to the community arising from a libra- 
ry entirely justified its support by the 
community. Selections by the high 
school band were also heard. e 

At the conclusion of the program at 
the church, Robert Connor, the presi- 
dent of the library board, and his eld- 
erly father who was visiting him, ied 
the procession to the library building 
where the unlocking of the doors for- 
mally opened the building to the pub- 
lie. The building is of red brick, and 
of generous proportion with modern 
ventilation and equipment. Miss A. C. 
Wilson is vice-president of the board, 
Mary Wood secretary, George W. Falk 
treasurer, E. R. O’Brien chairman of 
the building committee, and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Gleason librarian. 

Rockwell City—E. W. Burch, presi- 
dent of the library board, has moved 
to Oklahoma City and F. A. Miller has 
been appointed to fill out the unexpired 
term. Dr. H. W. Fonda has been elected 
president of the board and Sara S. 
Cooper secretary. 

St. Ansgar—The Nissen library 
building was completely wrecked on 
September 21st by the explosion of the 
oil station on the adjoining lot. The 
oil company has since purchased the 
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library lot for $5,000.00, the cost of the 
library building and a new building 
will be erected in the spring on another 
lot. The library will be housed in the 
school building during the winter. 


Sheldon—A large room in the base- 
ment has been finished and furnished 
as an auditorium and meeting place 
for organizations of the town. 

Shenandoah — Blanche Alden, asso- 
ciated with the library for the past ten 
years, has been obliged to resign be- 
cause of ill health and will spend the 
winter in California. Mrs. Ruth Jones 
has been elected assistant. 

Sioux City—Hazel Conway of Elk 
Point, South Dakota, a graduate of the 
University of South Dakota and of the 
Library School of the University of 
Illinois has been appointed head of 
the cataloging department, and Frances 
Hunter, an assistant in the cataloging 
department for several years has re- 
signed to attend Morningside College. 
Inez Esterberg has been appointed Miss 
Hunter's successor on condition that 
she take library training next summer. 

Mildred Collins, formerly of Musca- 
tine, but for three years an assistant 
in this library, was married on Novem- 
ber 30th to Thomas Frederick Bailey 
of Chicago where Mr. and Mrs. Bailey 
will make their home. 

A suitable site for the erection of a 
branch of the public library at River- 
side has now been acquired and the 
construction of the building will be 
pushed as rapidly as weather condi- 
tions permit. This will be the fourth 
branch building erected from the pro- 
ceeds of the bond issue for this pur- 
pose. 

By a decision of the board, borrow- 
ers’ ecards will hereafter be used in the 
juvenile department. 

i n—The membership of the 
library board has been increased from 
seven to nine members, and Mrs. A. 
Anderson appointed to one of the new 
terms. The other has not been filled. 
E. D. Morrison was appointed to fill the 
unexpired term of Dr. W. W. Bowers 
who recently moved to Waterloo. 

Waukon—Mrs. D. J. Murphy who 
has been a member of the library board 








since it received city support and Rev. 
Paul Krebes, also a member of the 
board, have removed from the city. 
Mrs. John Hager and Rey. H. Temple 
have been appointed in their places. 

Waverly—The number of books to 
be borrowed on a card has been in- 
ereased. The club room which has re- 
cently been attractively furnished with 
rugs and chairs is now ready for use 
by small clubs and committees. 

Winterset — Ralph Thompson has 
been appointed to the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the removal 
to Tama of M. R. Hassell. 


Gifts and Benefits 

The list of these is so long that lim- 
ited space forbids detailed mention of 
all and only the larger are given below. 

Bedford—The Bedford Library has 
received a gift of $1,000.00 for the pur- 
chase of books, from Hon. Sam Park, 
a former resident of Bedford, now U.S 
Viee-Consul in France. 

Clarion—The Clarion Library Board 
also announces a gift of $1,000.00 from 
Dr. J. W. Garth of Beaumont, Texas, a 
former Clarion citizen. 

Colfax—aAn error in the management 
of city and county funds has caused a 
shortage in the library finances. To 
assist in this emergency a library bene- 
fit was given under the auspices of 
various local organizations which 
netted the library $225.00. 

Correctionville—The library has re- 
ceived a gift of 120 books given by Mrs. 
Etta Sturges in memory of her hus- 
band, H. H. Sturges. 

Monticello— During November the 
library was the recipient of $100 for 
the purchase of books, contributed by 
Alberta Soetje. 

Osceola—aA gift of 110 books was re- 
cently presented to the library by Mrs. 
Ella Ashley from the library of her 
sister, the late Mary Osmand. They 
are standard books of fiction, poetry, 
biography, ete. 

Oskaloosa — The A11- American 
Friends Conference at a recent meeting 
presented the Penn College Library 
with $100.00 for the purchase of ref- 
erence books of permanent value. 





Riceville—Gifts to the library tal & 


ing $228.00 have been made by the va 
ous organizations of the town. ; 
The following libraries report ¢ 
or benefits: Bellevue, Buffalo Cer 
Birmingham, Corning, Dunlap, Eldon 
Fort Madison, Garner, Greene, Grim 
College, Hampton, Harlan, 
Keota, Leon, Marcus, Newell, Pe 


hontas, Sioux Center, Story City 
Winthrop. 





Deaths 


Inwood, 


Dr. Harriett B. Amy, a member of 


the’ Decorah Library Board since its — 


origin as a city department, recently — 


passed away at an advanced age. 
By oversight the death of B. 
Ferris received no mention in the 
Quarterly. Mr. Ferris had been a mem 
ber of the library board of Hampton 
for over thirty years and president 
a number of years until failing he 
caused him to resign this office. 


was a great reader and greatly in - 


ested in the library. 

The Sioux City Library has 
tained a loss in the death of A. L. 
bourg early in December. Mr. 
bourg has been a member of the I 
ry board since 1911. 
president for several years. He al 
manifested a keen interest in all lib 
affairs and both the library and the 
citv will feel his death very keenly. — 

Ike New of the Council Bluffs I 
brary Board for a year, died ree 
after a long illness. He was a 10 
ber of the administrative commi 
His illness prevented his attend 
many of the meetings although he 
much interested in the library. ; 

Mrs. Mary Welty Smith, a mem 
of the Shenandoah Library Board 
secretary of the board for t 
years, died during October. Mrs. § 
also served as an assistant in the li 
ry and her death is felt to be a 
serious loss. 

Book and Periodical Exchange 

Frank Pouska of Fort Atkinson, I 
has for sale complete unbound vol 
of The National Geographic from 
to date. Any library interested in 
ing should address Mr. Pouska. 
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